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At last, all was in readiness, after two long
painful hours. Only the addition of ornaments
remained. The kamiymsan was tired. Not in
many years, she confided, had she worked on any
one with so much hair. The whole top knob,
especially in the momoware style, is apt to be entirely
false and there are many permanently dressed
attachments that short-locked ladies can buy.
Such is the advance of civilization 1
At present the kamiyuisaffs main customers
are the geisha who trxust have their hair dressed
about three times a week. The fee varies from
one yen to ten, depending upon the fame and
proficiency of the kawiywsan.
No headdress is complete without the pro-
per ornaments. By the time the hairdresser got
through I looked like a Christmas tree* I had a
kan^ashi, or hairpin with two prongs. It is used
both for ornamentation and head scratching and
once had an ear cleaner at one end. There was
also a crimson butterfly and red, silver, gold and
white tinsel.
When I stood complete, ornaments and all,
I carried a good six pounds of perfection upon my
head and every hair was tied to the one central
switch which pressed painfully against my scalp.
But the ordeal of standing did not compare with